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E-mail: standrews@btinternet.com
(To hear our services or to download them—go to
“Listen Again” on our website)
Website:

http://standrewsinverurie.co.uk

Scottish Charity Number: SC008791
St Andrew’s is an open and inclusive Church

The Interim Moderator, Rev. Sheila Craggs, may be contacted
for pastoral care by contacting her on 01358 723055
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Dear Friends,
During Holy Week St Andrew’s
Church hosted the evening services
shared with the IDCT – Inverurie District Churches Together. The speaker
for the week was Rev Graham Black
and he really was an inspiration with
his reflections each evening. It was a
beautiful, meaningful week and on
Thursday I was privileged to conduct
Communion.
On Good Friday many people walked
from the Roman Catholic Church to
the Bass stopping at various places for
each church to read a passage and
share a prayer. A representative would
then carry the cross from one stop to
the next stop. When we reached St
Andrew’s I shared the reading and a
prayer and then carried the cross to St
Mary’s Church.
Carrying that cross made me realise
what Jesus went through when he
carried a much heavier cross on his
journey to Golgotha. The weight of his
cross must have taken every ounce of
strength from him and yet he did not
give up for he knew this was necessary to fulfil his father’s wishes. Sadly,
he paid the price and was hung from
that cross giving his life for us but
bringing pain and suffering to his family and friends.
Over the last few months I have conducted many funerals. I have spent
many hours listening to people sharing the story of their loved one who
had passed away and the sadness
they are feeling. It also gives me a
chance to reassure each family that

their loved one is at peace and safe in
God’s kingdom and that the memories
they have will hopefully help them
come to terms with their loss.
Jesus gave his life for us and he waits
to welcome us when our time comes
into the loving embrace of his Father’s
kingdom and to be reunited with those
who have gone before us. Death is a
part of our life here on this earth, but
it is not the end for there is a place
which we do not know what it will be
like, waiting for us, a place of welcome
and peace.
Easter has once again been celebrated
and Jesus has risen and we continue
on our journey walking with him each
and every day knowing that we are
loved and encouraged in our daily
lives.
Come, see his hands and his feet,
The scars that speak of sacrifice,
Hands that flung stars into space
To cruel nails surrendered.
So let us learn how to serve,
And in our lives enthrone him;
Each other's needs to prefer,
For it is Christ we're serving.
This is our God, the Servant King,
He calls us now to follow him,
To bring our lives as a daily offering
Of worship to the Servant King.
Every blessing Sheila
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News from the Kirk Session:

These are the key points from the meet-

ing held on 10th April 2019 

Arrangements were completed for the Easter week services and the joint service with the
West Church on Easter Sunday.



Summer services this year will be held in West Church in July and St Andrew’s in August.



The Stewardship Campaign planned to run during March 2019 will now run later in the
year.



The Safeguarding Coordinator still requires someone to help her in the role and act as a
joint coordinator. Any member of the congregation who thinks they may be able to help
with the safeguarding role is asked to contact the church office for more information.



Members were reminded that the Office Administrator is very busy and try to keep visits
to the office to those that are necessary and complete the business as quickly as possible.



Mr Alastair Smith will attend the General Assembly with the Interim Moderator.



It was agreed that the Choir sitting at the front of the church was better than sitting behind the congregation.
Ken Tuach, Session Clerk

NB to all those visiting Jackie in The Office. Please enter by church front
door NOT by the hall door. The people who hire the hall are understandably getting tired of constant interruptions. Thank you.

Christian Aid Week 2019

…

The Secondhand

Bookstall will run at the West Church Hall from Monday 13th May.
Donations of books (both adult and children) and complete jigsaws would
be appreciated. These can be dropped off at the Acorn Centre from the 9th May or if home
uplift required please contact Alison Young on 01467 625646.

On Saturday 11th May there will be a stall at Inverurie Farmers’ Market to raise awareness of Christian Aid Week. Jams, marmalades and jigsaws will be on sale, any donations of
these would be most welcome. All the churches within the Inverurie Christian Aid group
have a time slot, St Andrew’s is 12 noon - 1.00 pm. Volunteers are needed for this
hour, please contact Alison if you can help. Volunteers are also required for the door to
door collections to deliver and uplift envelopes. If you are available only to deliver this would
also be most appreciated. On Saturday 18th May there will be a street collection in Inverurie, if you are available for one hour to help with this then please contact Alison. Please
consider supporting the local Christian Aid group during Christian Aid week.
Alison Young, Christian Aid Co-ordinator
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Church
exhibition
tour: Uprooted

T

wo thirds of people around the
world who are forced from home are
still in their own country. That’s more
than 40 million people. Seeking safety
but unwilling or unable to cross a
border, they are largely ignored by the
international community and denied
the official protection afforded to refugees. But Christian Aid believes that
everybody counts. “Uprooted” is a
moving photographic exhibition featuring stories of those displaced in Nigeria, Kenya and Iraq.

The Uprooted Exhibition will
be displayed in St Andrew’s
Church, Inverurie from Monday 22nd April 2019 until Sunday 12th May 2019 when it
will transfer to Inverurie West
Church Hall to be displayed at
the Christian Aid Book Sale.
Azagwu was one of the first to flee his
village, so managed to find a property
in Maiduguri, northern Nigeria. He’s
opened up his home to those who’ve
fled violence. Although his house only
has nine rooms, he’s sheltered up to
100 people. Many are from his home
village, who fled the destruction Boko

Haram brought and arrived in Maiduguri with nothing.
Ayuba is losing rent money, but he
feels obliged to help: he said ‘they
have no one else to help but me.’
He’s not sure if he’ll ever get back to
his farm and his old life. The harrowing stories of Boko Haram show us
the worst that people can do to one
another. But there are also stories
like Ayuba’s which reveal the best humanity can be.
Come along to the exhibition and add
your voice to those calling for a fairer
deal for everyone on the move including Ayuba and those like him. Although the United Nations and its
member states are currently working
on two new agreements on refugees
and migration, neither will tackle the
problem of internal displa cement. We believe that the world can
and must do better. At the exhibition
you will find out more about those
who have been displaced, what Christian Aid is doing to help those communities affected by displacement,
and how you can be part of calling for
change.

Please visit the display and
consider supporting the work
of Christian Aid.
Contact Alison Young for
more information - Tel. No.
07790976939 or email
alison_robin@btinternet.com
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Knitting for Nkhoma ...
Many church members in Gordon Presbytery knit hats and jackets for
babies at Nkhoma Hospital in Malawi. These gifts make a vital difference especially to newborn babies. In addition, other knitted goods, new
skirts for girls and other approved goods are transported. However, the
way the knitting and other goods are currently dealt with will shortly be
changing.
1. Theresa MacDonald, the elder from Howe Trinity who has coordinated the transport of the
knitting to Nkhoma through the Banana Box Trust in Dundee https://
www.bananaboxtrust.org/, will shortly be stepping down from this roll.
2. We need to find someone else in Presbytery - not necessarily a minister or elder - who can
take on this role. This involves storing the boxes until a viable load is made up, and then
transporting them to the Banana Box store in Dundee. A large estate car or a van would be
an advantage.
3. You are reminded that it now costs £15 to transport each box to Nkhoma. Congregations
are asked to pay Gordon Presbytery for each box, and Presbytery then makes the donation to
the Banana Box Trust. You may well wish to engage in a fund raising exercise, say once a
year, to provide the cost of transport. If anyone would be interested in taking on this work
within our presbytery, then please let me know and I will put you in touch with Theresa, who
will be more than happy to explain the details of what is involved.
Best wishes
John Cook, Minister, Howe Trinity Parish Church, Alford (Tel 019755 62282)

The Trees
The trees are coming into leaf
Like something almost being said;
The recent buds relax and spread,
Their greenness is a kind of grief.
Is it that they are born again
And we grow old? No, they die too,
Their yearly trick of looking new
Is written down in rings of grain.
Yet still the unresting castles thresh
In full grown thickness every May.
Last year is dead, they seem to say,
Begin afresh, afresh, afresh.
Philip Larkin
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Our visit to Singapore,
Australia
&
Bali
(contd) … I barely mentioned
our time in Singapore last time, not because
it wasn’t special, but we do go there regularly and have done so for the last 10 years.
Both our sons, Richard and Derek, have
worked there until Richard moved to Australia some 2 years ago. His family were almost a year later in following him Down Under as they wanted their 3 boys to finish
their school year before uprooting them.
Anyway Singapore is very special for us.
Everything is very clean, beautifully
“manicured” public gardens and litter and
graffiti free! Mind you the penalties for graffitiing are severe, 30 days in jail and 10
lashes of the cane, plus the offender while in
custody has to remove their graffiti! Quite a
deterrent!
I’ll come to Christmas in Australia a bit later
and will skip to our return to Singapore late
January. We met many of Derek’s friends,
and their children at a number of events:
there is always something going on in the ex
pat community. Curiously one of Derek’s
school chums from Inverurie is also out
there. A different profession (he’s now an internationally known Heart Specialist). So
some delicious meals with Derek’s friends
and excellent Hawker stall food on East
Coast beach where Derek’s wife does Paddle
Boarding. Hawker food is like everything in
Singapore strictly regulated, but you can eat
all nationality’s food that is clean and safe and cheap! Alcohol is very expensive because of government imposed tax.
Both our sons are very much into cycling
and every Sunday they get up around 5
00am (in Singapore and Australia) and go
with their team friends for an 80 mile
“jaunt.” Mavericks in Singapore and The Anza group in Oz. I met quite a few of them
including a former professional Sky Team
member Mark Kelly, and their enthusiasm
is catching though I don’t understand the
subtleties of the Peloton or the roles of some
of its members such as “domestiques” who
seem to keep the other riders supplied with
food and water! Listening to them when
they’re all together discussing “The Tour”

can be a bit wearing! One thing about Singapore is that they are in some ways very
much into recycling, particularly green
waste from all the trees and flower beds that
make the city so beautiful. At Marina Bay
fairly close to the Marina bay Sands Hotel
are The Electric Trees (see photos). These
structures are where all the public green
waste is recycled
and
very cleanly
in cin era t ed
to
provide
power
for
various projects,
such
as water purification. I
call
them
electric trees because at night they are lit up
spectacularly and every weekend there are
two displays each evening when the myriad
of lights are synced with music. After having
a meal one Saturday night on the top of one
of them (yes there is a restaurant and a
spectacular “tree walk” some 100 feet above
the ground!) we watched the performance.
You lie on your back at ground level and see
a fantastic display of lights synced to both
popular and classical music.
We also were in Bali with Derek’s family and
some of his friends with their grandparents
like us, and of course Arya, little Peter’s best
friend. A wonderful place up in the mountains, it took 1 hour and 45 minutes by taxi
to get there, but well worth the trip. Our
bungalow was beautiful with its own pool, if
a little disconcerting as one end of the pool
like our veranda was above a 200 ft drop into the gorge. Needless to say, families with
children were allocated safer located bungalows! Just as well on arrival we all received
a Hindu blessing. This area Desa Visesa
Ubud is designed to capture the essence of
Balinese Philosophy, keeping the balance
and harmony of relationship with God, people and Nature. There are many beautiful
temples, all a bit
mouldy because of the
heat and rain, but the locals do practice
sustainable farming principles in their paddy fields . A fascinating place and for the
first time in my life I had a pedicure followed
by a 45 minute foot massage. I left the little
shop with a spring in my step!
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Back to Oz! I could live there without any
problem! The only thing that puts me off a
little is the wildlife. I hate spiders and am
terrified of them and where my son’s family
live there are lots of bugs. Great big spiders,
some of which are deadly, but the family
know which is which and can deal with
them. I just run!

It is tropical just north of Sydney where
Richard and his family live and every morning and evening the cicadas,( big flying bugs
with two large red eyes on the side of their
head and three smaller eyes on top) make a
terrible cricket like din. However, come end
of January, they shed their wings and drop
to the ground where they burrow into the
soil and re emerge the following year.
One other thing that worried me for the kids
on the beaches were bluebottles, not our
kind, but a form of jellyfish that come up
from New Zealand depending upon the current. They hide just below the surface of the
sand and sting. Very very painful and there
is no treatment. Fortunately the pain only
lasts for about an hour. The Ozzie lifeguards
announce their presence and blithely tell
you if stung just grin and bear it! “It will
pass”!
I’ve digressed. I said last time I
would tell you about Christmas Day in the
sun.
At their house my son’s family have a large
decked area at first floor level which is where
they barbecue. On Christmas Eve, out of the

Time Out ... This

blue, Sydney area was hit by a freak storm
and areas were bombarded by golf ball sized
hailstones . We were lucky and escaped the
hailstones but their large cantilevered parasol was shredded. It had been left up and the
storm winds did a fair bit of damage, trees
down all along the coast and many homes
quite badly damaged. Fortunately for us the
only damage we sustained was the parasol.
The storm cleared the air of any mugginess
and we had our turkey and ham barbecued
and all the usual
trimmings. It did
seem odd to have
Christmas dinner
in 40 degrees of
sunshine! It was
even odder to have
a visit from a large
Parakeet which sat
a few feet away
from the lunch table. No snoozing
afterwards
with
three young boys
so we were off to
the beach about
4.00pm when it wasn’t so hot, a nice 28 degrees and enjoyed a swim in the lovely warm
sea.
Despite FaceTime where we speak regularly
to the families it all seems long ago, so we
need to plan and save for the next trip.

Peter Donaldson (Elder)

month our theme was Easter. After meeting in the

small Chapel at the back of the church we all joined the congregation where
Rev. Sheila Craggs asked the children to sit on the steps of the Chancel and told
them the story of Easter through the wonderful eggs which she brought home
from America some years ago. Each egg contains a small symbol relating to
Easter. During the singing of the first hymn we returned to the Chapel, had our
feast, said our prayer, decorated some eggs and made our lovely Easter Garden.
The garden was placed at the back of the church for all to admire. Before joining
the congregation for tea/juice in the hall, all the children received an Easter Egg
thanks to the Social Committee. A number of eggs were placed below the table
for any children visiting our church over the Easter period. Any remaining eggs
will go to the Foodbank. We meet on the first Sunday of the month. All
young are people welcome.
Timeout Team
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Ministry of Flowers
MAY

Church

Vestibule

5th

Mrs D Ritchie, Middle Park
IMO Adam Ritchie

12th

Eleanor Douglas, Don Crescent

19th

Anne & Jim Shand, Asson

26th

George & Betty Ross, Duncairn

June & Mike Hay, Dalury

JUNE
2nd

Ken & Jill Tuach, High Street

Betty Gale, Pleyfaulds

With the new 2019 calendar now in the vestibule, could you please add your preferred
date for flowers by writing your name and telephone number in the spaces provided. A
few weeks before your date please put your donation into an envelope with your details, date, preferred colours, if any, and hand into the church office. If paying by
cheque please make it payable to St Andrew’s Church Flower Fund. Thank you.

Eileen Robertson, Flower Convener

Social Events 2019: Saturday, 1st June
12 noon - 2.00 pm

SOUP & SWEET
with Entertainment Peter Taggart, Accordionist
Lesley Edmond, Fiddle & Molly Conn, Piano

D

affodil Tea, 27th April
2019 …. Saturday was the first time we
have held one of our afternoon teas in the
church hall, so we were all slightly nervous
as things had to be organised in a different
way. Our fears, however, proved to be unfounded and all agreed that The Daffodil Tea
was an overwhelming success. With approximately 120 folk enjoying the delicious fare,
even the larger more spacious venue was
filled to capacity. The Crafters moved next
door into the Chapel and we always welcome

Pay at the door - £7.00
them and thank them for displaying and
selling their beautiful wares. Grateful thanks
to all who baked, donated produce for the
sales table, manned the sales table, donated
prizes for the raffle, gave donations, helped
to set up on Friday, helped in the kitchen
and hall, sold raffles, made the beautiful floral arrangements, those who made and distributed the posters and tickets and to all
who came along to support us. Food, fun
and fellowship is synonymous with these
events and is at the heart of the mission of
the Church of Scotland, with a wonderful
£1,559.60 being raised for church funds.
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Sunday Services & Readings
MAY
5th

10.00 am Parish Worship
“Time Out”

Minister: Rev. S Craggs
Reader: Peter Donaldson

12th

10.00 am Parish Worship

Minister: Rev. S Craggs
Reader: Bert Cadenhead

19th

10.00 am Parish Worship

Reader:
Reader:

26th

10.00 am Parish Worship

Minister: Rev. S Craggs
Reader: Vera Binnie

Graeme Ritchie
Betty Gale

JUNE
2nd Penticost 10.00 am Parish Worship
“Time Out”

Reader:
Reader:

9th

Minister: Rev. A Craig
Reader: Sarah Davidson

10.00 am Parish Worship

“Aberdeen
Kiltwalk”
2nd June
2019
A few years ago I became a member of Crossreach, the
Social Care arm of the Church of
Scotland. Crossreach carries out
more social care in Scotland than
any other organisation next to the
government.
I represent Crossreach on the
SCHA Scottish Churches Housing
Action which represents all
churches and denominations in
Scotland and is a charitable organisation to prevent and to assist the
homeless.

Stuart Watson
Bert Cadenhead

I will be walking the “Kiltwalk’s
Mighty Stride” (26 miles) to raise
funds for SCHA and hope you can
sponsor me. Any funds raised will
be increased by Sir Tom Hunter’s
foundation by 40%.
You can donate online via this link
at:https://
aberdeenkiltwalk2019.everydayhero.com/uk/
peter-1
If you prefer I have left a manual
sponsor sheet in the Church office.
Many thanks
Peter Donaldson (Elder).
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Congregational Roll
ST ANDREW’S PARISH CHURCH CHANGES IN ROLL
21 March - 26th April 2019
Service
conducted by
Father Nimmo
Rev. S Craggs
Rev. S Craggs
Rev. S Craggs
Rev. S Craggs
Rev. S Craggs
Rev. S Craggs
Private Funeral
Rev. S Craggs

Recently Deceased
Mr G Whyte, 31 Kingfisher Way
Mrs M MacDonald, Grove Care Home
Mrs M Milne, 10b Charles Place
Mr J McCulloch, Pitmurchie Care Home
Mrs C Reid, 22 Pleyfauld House
Mr T Norval, Bennachie Care Home
Mrs R Mellis, 14a North Street
Mrs E Shand, 16 Charles Gardens
Mr D Moir, Kirkha, Mill Road

21/3/2019
26/3/2019
3/4/2019
4/4/2019
7/4/2019
11/4/2019
14/4/2019
16/4/2019
18/4/2019

Transfer of Lines
Mrs E Law, 14 Hays’ Court

(from Insch Church)

Door & Welcome

Offering & Count

MAY
5th
12th
19th
26th

I Fraser
R Green
E Gale
J Ingram

S Davidson
P Donaldson
I Greig
K Pawson

Joyce Bruce
E Barrack
H Christie
V Binnie

B Cadenhead
Jill Bruce
G Bruce
Y Deacon

JUNE
2nd
9th

H Morrice
J Lawson

S Hepburn
D Stuart

C Clark
A Duff

Y Clark
S Davidson

If for any reason you are unable to manage any of the above dates,
it is your responsibility to arrange a swap with someone else on the rota
and then it is IMPORTANT to let our Church Administrator
know of any changes.
Thank you.
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Diary of Events

- School Term

Mondays

Thursdays

10.00 to 11 .00 am

Zumba Class(Old Hall/Kitchen)

8.00 am to 1.30 pm

Playgroup (New Hall)

1.15 to 5.45 pm

Pre-school Ballet (Old Hall)

9.30 to 10.00 am

6.45 to 7.45 pm
6.45 to 8.45 pm

Anchor Boys (New & Old Hall)
Junior Section (New & Old Hall) 7.00 to 9.00 pm

Pre-school Ballet classes(Old
Hall)

Tuesdays

7.10 to 8.10 pm

Guides (New Hall)
MSD (Old Hall)

8.00 am to 2.00 pm

Playgroup (New Hall)

Fridays

4.00 to 5.30 pm

Rainbows (Old Hall/Kitchen)

8.00 am to 2.00 pm

Playgroup (New Hall)

7.00 to 10.00 pm

Rock Choir (Church)

9.30 am to 3.30 pm

Gordon Dementia Care
(Old Chapel)
Company Section BB (Old Hall)

Wednesdays
8.00 am to 2.30 pm

7.15 to 9.30 pm
Playgroup (New Hall)

10.30 to 11.30 am
Signing Class (Old Hall/
11.45 am to 2.00 pm
Kitchen)
7.00 to 8.00 pm

Saturdays
12.30 to 5.00 pm

MSD (New Hall)

Pilates (Old Hall)

OTHER EVENTS—MAY
1st

7.30 - 9.45 pm

Inverurie Concert Band (New Hall)

4th

11.00 - 12 noon

Face-Off (Old Chapel)

5th

2.30 - 5.30 pm

Garioch Church (Old Hall/New Hall/Old Chapel/Kitchen)

8th

7.30 pm

Congregational Board Meeting (New Chapel)

8th

7.30 - 9.45 pm

Inverurie Concert Band (New Hall)

11th

11.00 - 12 noon

Face-Off (Old Chapel)

11th

9.00 am - 1.00 pm

Girl Guide Meeting (Old Hall/Kitchen)

12th

6.45 - 8.15 pm

Yoga (Old Chapel)

14th

10.00 am

Monthly Count (New Chapel)

15th

7.30 - 9.45 pm

Inverurie Concert Band (New Hall)

18th

11.00 am - 12 noon

Face-Off (Old Chapel)

19th

6.45 - 8.15 pm

Yoga (Old Chapel)

19th

2.30 - 5.30 pm

Garioch Church (Old Hall/Old Chapel/Kitchen)

22nd

7.30 - 9.45 pm

Inverurie Concert Band (New Hall)

25th

11.00 - 12 noon

Face-Off (Old Chapel)

26th

6.45 - 8.15 pm

Yoga (Old Chapel)

29th

7.30 - 9.45 pm

Inverurie Concert Band (New Hall)

30th

9.30 am - 12.30 pm

Guide Dogs (Old Hall/Kitchen)

31st

9.45 - 11.00 am

Close & Calm (Old Hall/Kitchen)

FUNDRAISING (April):
Teas : £111.37

Who’s Who at ‘St Andrew’s’
Church Office
St Andrew’s Parish
Church
High Street,

Inverurie AB51 3QJ

INTERIM MODERATOR
The REV SHEILA CRAGGS

(01358 723055)

SESSION CLERK

(01467 620896)

KEN TUACH

CLERK TO THE BOARD

CHURCH ADMINISTRATOR
CHURCH TREASURER

Phone:01467-628740
Email:
standrews@btinternet.com
http://.standrews
inverurie.co.uk

LISTEN
“Online”
All our Church
Services are on the
internet and
are available for
downloading or by
listening directly.
www.standrewschu
rchinverurie.org.uk
Click on
“listen again”.

J OYCE LAWSON
J ACKIE REITH

- TOM CRAGGS

(01467 620903)
(01467 628740)
(01358 723055)

WFO TREASURER ALASTAIR SMITH

(01467 623148)

GIFT AID CONVENER

(01467 621040)

ALLAN DUFF

MONTHLY COLLECTION CONVENERS
VERA BINNIE & DIANE STUART

(01467 622275 &
(01467 620931)

FABRIC CONVENER

(01467 620828)

PETER DONALDSON

ROLL KEEPER CHRISTINE BEATTIE

-

ORGANIST

(01467 620606)

IAN MILNE

“TIME OUT” LEADER MO VERNAL

(01467 628778)

PRESBYTERY ELDER VERA BINNIE

(01467 622275)

SOCIAL COMMITTEE CONVENER MOLLY CONN

(01467 620612)

FLOWER CONVENER EILEEN ROBERTSON

(01467 625895)

TRANSPORT TO CHURCH CONTACT DIANE STUART (01467 620931)
HALL CLEANER

-

AGNIESZKA MYSZKOWSKA
SAFEGUARDING CO-ORDINATOR ALISON YOUNG
SAFEGUARDING OFFICER FRASER HORN

-

SALTIRE EDITORS -

(01467 620931)
(01467 372389)

DIANE STUART
KIT PAWSON

(01467 625646)
-

JUNE 2019 SALTIRE … Will be available for distribution from Sunday,
2ND JUNE 2019. Please email material for the June Saltire to
The Church Office by 20th May 2019.
St Andrew’s Safeguardimg Statement
(Relating to the Protection of Children and Young People in the Church.
Adopted by the General Assembly, May 1997.)
The Church of Scotland has a deep concern for the wholeness and well-being of each individual. I seeks to
safeguard the welfare of all people, regardless of age, who come into contact with the church and its organisations. It is the responsibility of each individual within the fellowship of the church to prevent the
physical, sexual or emotional abuse of children and young people and the vulnerable. St Andrew’s Parish
Church has a Zero Tolerance Policy to any form of abuse.
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